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to the other performers. The evil spirits were
awakening in them also. They swayed their
bodies backwards and forwards, their loose hair
and streamers sweeping to and fro and hiding
their features from view. They spun round with
an occasional wild quick leap, and the music raced
more madly with their increasing activity.
The people recognised the presence of the
demons by raising their voices in a shout of
welcome. It was in the form of a prolonged cry,
to which a tremulous character was given by a
rapid touching of the lips or tongue with the palm
of the hand. It is'^a noise .that young children
sometimes find pleasure in pbtaking* The reason
for placing the hand before the mouth is to prevent
the entrance of evil spirits into the body.
The shouting, drumming, squealing of panpipes,
together with long melancholy blasts from tin
horns, made the night hideous with sound and
appalled the young listeners in the tree. The
scene was nothing less than devilish, and the idle
curiosity of the English boys was turned to horror,
not unmixed with fear, at finding themselves in
the middle of a large concourse of madmen. There
was no escape. They would have to see the orgy
through to the bitter end, and above all they